Approved For Release 2004/02/10 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600010193-3

CLASSIFICATION  SECREY] =
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE arspicyd iMoo o
INFORMATION REPORT CD‘ NO
COUNTRY USSR ‘ DATE DISTR. /4 Feb 1952
SUBJECT "Uralselmasi¥ Agricultural Machinery Plant in NO. OF PAGES 5
Kurgen
) .1
25X 1 g becow > (a)
SUPPLEMENT TO
REPORT NO.
e Tt 2 THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

25X1

1. The "Uralselmash™ Agracultural Machinery Plant in Kurgan con-
sists actualiy of two plants. The old plant, constructed
before World War II, is located in the eastern part of the
town; wheras the new one is in the southwestern part. This
report describes the new "Uralselmash" plant, which was
started in 1946 and whese entire machinery and equapment was
brought from Germany, where some German plants were dis-
mantled by the Soviet Occupation Arsy and taken as reparations
to the USSR. I do not know to which German plants this
machinery or2ginaily belonged. ‘I'he new “Uralseimash® has pro-
bably been in operation since 1948, and is still in the
stage of expansion. According to rumors, when completed this
1s supposed to be the third largest plant of its type in

the USSR,
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The present area of the plant is approzimately 1200 x 1000 m
(120 hectares) end “ash form of an unever rectangle
extanding from east to weet, The northern edge of the plant
borders and runs parallel tc the Chelyabinsk-Kurgan highway.
The terrain of the aresz 18 flat and bare except for rows of
trees planted around ino/vidual workshops, serving

for ecamouflege purpozer  sagelp»®  aerisl recon- !
naissance,

At the present time the "’ralselmash” plant manufactures hay
presses, grain sorting mschives, tree planting machines VIN,

horre~drown thrdshers, pianing machines, (Strogelinge starkl) and, artillery shell

gases; Until.1950 the plaxt elsp.mamufactursd ladge pumher; - . . o

of threshing machineg, I was told +that during World War II
the parent plant (the ol¢ "Uralselumash”), manufactured Maxim
msachine guns and submachine guns, There are some rumors that
in the near future "Uralselmash” will start making tractors
and combines, and that 1t is earmarked to manufacture tanks

in case of war. According to the same rumors, the conversion
from peacetime to wartime production should not take more than
geveral days. Even now, in peacetime, the "Uralseimash” plant
cperatas on & 2U4-hour day, in three shifts. :

.,The "Uralamimagh’ plant consists of eight workshops, marked

on the enclosed sketch 1 to 8 /Enclosure (A)/. All work-

shops are of the same standard type one-story dbrick houses,
palnted red and covered with tar paper. The average size of

& workshop 1is 250 x 50 m. In 1ts eastern portion each work-
shop is provided with subconstruction of ons~twa additionsl st.uries,
glving the necessary space for the shop offices, spare pert
rooms, supply rooms, etc, The workshops are well lighted

and steawm heated. The plant workshops are as follows

[ﬁumbers in parenthesls correspond to those of Enclosure (517:

(1) Ordnance Machire Shop. This shop manufactures various
Tools. The res. assignment and function of this shop,
however, i1s unknown. According to rumors it is
supposed to manufacture tanks. In this shop are
located about 180 machines:  boring and twrning lathes,
grinding, milling, planing and drilling machines.

(2) . Mechanical Repair Shop. Machines and tools belonging
to both "Uraliselmash” plants are repaired in this
workshop. It 1s equipped with 80-100 lathes, grinding
and planing machines, and several electric presses,

(3) Assembly Shop. Parts of machines manufactured in the
plant are assembled in this workshop. There 1s a belt
conveyer line and about 70 lathes, milling, drilling,
thread.-milling machines and brouching lathes,

(3) PFoundry. The foundry is equipped with two belt con-
veyer lines, 40 alr-pressed molding machines, and two
large elactrically operated foundry cranes, In this
workshop a&re manufactured all cast-iron parts for
machinery produced in the plant.

(ba) Non-ferrous Metal Foundry. This shop is under con-
struction and no equipment has arrived yet. It will be
50 x 50 m, & one-story brick building. )
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(5) Finlshing (Cleaning) jhop. ‘he cast.dwvon parts manu-

Factured in Fhe Tourdry arée rCinished and cleaned 1n

this shop. The shop 1s provided with apprcximately

50 drum sanders and drum mllling machines and 100 grind-
ing machines.

(6) Carpenter Shop. Manufactures wooden parts for machinery
produced in the plant; equipped with approximately
100 wood~processing machines of various usual types

- . {planing, drillirg machines, circular and rip saws ete.)

(7) Forge Shop. Equipped wlth approximately 150 punching
Tachines of various slzes and types. The forge shop hall
serves also as a workers! assembly room where meetlngs
and poliltical lectures are held.

(7&) Smithy. Equipped with nine drop hammers, capacity nine
tone each, and four large pneumatlc hammers.

(8) Wood-Drying Shop. Contalns wood-drylng equiprient. There
15 no m:chimery in this shop. The shop 1s used to
prepare and to conserve wood needed for production of
wooden rarts for machinery.

Phe remaining installations and facillties are as follows:

(9) Electric Power Plant. Produces electric power for the
Wralselmash internal needs and for some other smaller
plants located in the vicinlty. The produced current
has tension of 220 and 380 volts,

1la) Tool, Instrument and Spare Parts Supply Rooms. In this
Euilﬁing are stored reserve and replacement Sools and
machine spare parts for machinery used in the plant.
(15) Electrical Equipment Store Room. This 1s for storage
ol various e%eﬁ%rical equipment for plant's internal
needs. In addition to thils there 1s a large number
of huge transformers, whose purpose 1s unknown o me.

{(16) Transportation Section. This 1s a large hall where
Motor vehlcles belonging to the plant are kept. There
are approximately eight busses, 20 trucks (GAZ), three
tractors, and six or seven passenger vehicles.

The "Uralselmash" plant employs approximetely 4C00 workers.
Out of this number 1000 are forced labor camp inmates, living
in the "4th Colony" camp, adjoining the plant. The rest are
mainly women and youngsters. I am not able to glve a break-
down on individual shops. Work shifts are of the same strength,
i e approximabely 1300 workers. The shifts' worktimes are

as followe: I-0800 -~ 1T70C0; II-1700 - 0200; ITT-0200 - 0800,
8ince the plant, cxcept s foundry. operates on & six-day

week basls, the weekly working nours for the 1st and 2nd
shifts are 48 hours, and 36 hours for the 3rd shift. (lst and
2nd shifts had one-hour meal periods,) Sunday 1s the day off.
The foundry, however, operates on a seven-day week basils.
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Worker's wages are comouted o oa poces o0k system sc 1t 4s
rather difficult to give e=xact figures of wages recelved by
various groups cf grillad, semi-skililed and unskllled workers.

I am able to give only information on approximate monthly
wages, which would be as follows:

(a) Skilled workers, like foundry-men, forgers, and assembly
mechanics are making up to 2000-3000 rubles

(b) Semi-skilled workers are getting 600-800 rubles
(¢) Women and youngsters, 400-60C rubles

Wages are pald twlce a month. I lo not know whether the
fercel 'zbc. camp inmates worning In the plant recelve any
wages. If they do, it 1s probably deposited to thelr accounts
kept in the camp, to be paid affer rel=zase. The morale of
"free" workers is rather low because of the hard work,
insufficlent wages and roor housing conditlons, Large numbers
of workers are living in the plant's housing project, close

to the plant area. The project cornsists of several large
apartment houses, two-story buildings, where workers wilth
families are assigned single rooms., It 1s qulte normal for

a fanlly of four or five to live in one room. Apartments

are not provided with bathrooms or shower-room:, and there

18 not even runnlng water. Each kltchen 1s shared by four or

five families. The other workers, who could not be accommodated

in the housing project, live in Kurgan, where the living
conditions are still worse than in the project. Those lliving
in the project walk to the plant and back, and the others
living in Kurgan are traﬂsportéd to and from the plant by
factory busses., According to the Sovlet standards, the
workers' health conditicas are satisfactory. Af‘er pay-days
there is always gquite heavy drinking among workers. followed
by non-attendance at work the next da;. In spite of
strict regulatlons and punlshments prescribed for loafing,
the plant's auvthcritilies are unable to eliminate the so-
called "blue Mondays"". Except for drinking, there i1s not
much entertalnment available to workers. Sometimes on
Sundays there is a dance in the club building located close
to the main gate. The llbrary, which 1s located in the
clubh butlding, contains mostly propaganda books and is not
frequented by workers. There are also weekly pollitical
meetings obligatory for all workers. They are usually held
in the forge shop hall during the cne-~hour lunch perilod.
These lectures are dellvered by shop supervisors, and some-
times by the plant's director. The subjects zre eilther
such well-known propagandza i1tems as "aggressive intentions
of the US towards the Soviet Union" andé "the inevitabllity
of the Third World War"” or instructions for the fulfillment
of assigned production quotas, newsreels, etc. Among

artmanirmancs e avia A A e A b~ A -4 e Tantrvimaon
woL ACTS Calle 40 18 L4NUCICST In TACSC ACCTRXLel, and except

for a few individuals, no attention 1s ever pald to what 1s
discussed.

The "Uralselmash” plaric is located alongside the Kurgan -
Chelyabilnsk highway, hardly 50 m to the south of it. It 1is
connected to the above highway by a road through the so-
called auxiliary gate on the northern edge of the plant's
area. Two main roads on the plant's area iead: a) from the
maln gate in the east (18) - to the %trarsportatlion section
(16); b) from the auxiliary gate (19) -~ to the southern
gate (21). To the west from the carpenter shop (6) both
these roads are comnected i%h a linlk., Tn additlon %o these
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tyo maln roads, there are many secondary roads on the plant's
area connecting all individual workshops and 1nstallations.
Through the so-callied railroad gate (20) a rallroad spur
gonnects the plant and Kurgan's freight. station. Two local
railroad spurs run alongside the southern and northern euges
of the plant's area, as indicdted on the enclosed sketch.

Tn. the northwestern part of the area there is a rallroad
triangle facilitating the internal railroad shunting.

8, fThe plant area is surrounded by .s - wooden soard fence 24 m
h’eh, orovided with several rows of barbed - ire on the top.
Eleven Jatchtowers with permanent guards are located in
space. indicated on the enclosed sketech. The towers are
equipped with searchlights 1lluminating fence spans between
the adjoining towers. In addition to thls, at nights the
entire fence is lighted. At the time when the forced labor
camp convicts are mot working in the plant, the guard and
gecurity service in the plant's area 1s performed by the
plant's guard detachment which has approximately 50.men.
hen the convicts are in, this detachment is reilnforced by a
detall of MVD men who take over the tower and gate guard
duty. There 15 alsoc & permenen* 24.hour day gate guard
-service, and the posis are licated as follows: maln gate Elgg;
.check point (12); auxiliary gate (19), and the south gate (21).

‘9, I have no information on the kind and quantity of raw
materials and seml-finilshed products wuwsed by the plant,
deatination and comsumers of manufactured goods, and no

information or the names of administrative and supervisory
personnel.

-end -

‘Bmolosure (A): Louation Sketeh of the "Uralselmash" plant,
with legsand. ‘
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